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FRU | In Corvette'l

CERV | (Corvette Engineering
Research Vehicle) is featured with other
famous Corvettes in the new “Victory By
Design” documentary on Corvette. It
will air in late 2005 or early in 2006 on
the Speed Channel. “Victory by Design”
is the award-winning documentary
series highlighting legendary automotive
marques. For the Corvette presentation,
the “Victory by Design” team filmed
Corvettes across the United States for
several months.

CERV 1, a “mid engine” Corvette, is
a research vehicle designed, built, and
tested by Zora Arkus-Duntov in the late
1950s and early 1960s. Owned by Mike
Yager and Mid America Motorworks, it's
on permanent display in the MY Garage
Museum at Mid America Motorworks.
The show producers wanted to film
CERV | because the car incorporated
many design features that were not
only years ahead of other cars, but also
continue to be used today: The mid-
engine layout became the basic design
for all open-wheel racers, and continues
to be used in Formula 1, ALMS, Champ,
and other open-wheel racing series. A
fiberglass body and monocoque design
make CERV | very light and compact.
In race-ready form, CERV | weighs only
1,600 pounds. CERV | is the first vehicle
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known to have foam-filled fuel bladders
instead of a metal gas tank. Duntov, an
avid, experienced pilot, adapted many
aviation concepts to automotive use.
Fuel bladders were first used in World
War Il fighter planes to reduce the risk
of fire during combat. Recognizing that
race drivers faced the fire risk if a tank
ruptured, Duntov used the bladders in
CERV I. This was one of the first cars to use
air effects. Its air ducts reduce front end
lift, direct cold air to the fuel-injection
inlet, cool the engine compartment,
and cool the rear brakes, CERV | has a
unique fuel-injection system. It appears
to be modeled after a Hilborn unit. The
fully independent suspension system
used on the revolutionary 1963 Corvette
Stingray was originally built and tested
on CERV I.

CERV | was unbelievably fast for
its time. At a test session at Riverside
Raceway in California in November
1960 prior to the U.S. Grand Prix,
legendary drivers Dan Gurney and
Stirling Moss ran CERV | for a few laps
each and missed setting the track record
by a few seconds. In January 1962,
Duntov took CERV | to Daytona, where
it was clocked at 167 mph. In testing at
GM’s proving grounds in 1964, CERV |
was clocked at 204 mph.

A special camera sef up was used in the chase car fo allow
dose up filming of CERV | while it was driven ot speed
oround Putnam Park Race Course.

Last ‘67 Benefits
Amyloidosis
Research

The last 1967 'Vette off the assembly
line in St. Louis was No. 22940, Silver
Pearl with black trim. The car housed an
L-36 engine, a 427 V-8 that stampeded
out 390 bhp at 5400 rpm, and 460
Ib-ft of torque at 3600 rpm. It now sits
in the world-class Corvette collection
of nearly 200 cars owned by Fred and
Terry Michaelis, and is being restored
to its original condition at ProTeam
Corvette Sales of Napoleon, Ohio. Upon
completion of this extensive restoration,
it will be campaigned throughout the
United States and will be available for
display upon invitation. The campaigning
culminates with the car going up for
auction at Bloomington Gold, June
16-18, where it could well become a
million-dollar car. The car will be ready
for concours competition in January.

Bill Mock bought the car from its
original owner for $22,400, and ProTeam
bought it from Mock for a reported
$229,400. Some $80,000 to $100,000
will be spent on the restoration, and
thousands more will be used in donated
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parts, supplies and work to bring The Last Corvette up to show-car quality
before it appears at Bloomington Gold.

In tribute the late Chip Miller, a lifelong Corvette enthusiast and an
inspiration to the team at ProTeam Corvette, in conjunction with “The Last
Corvette” project, a donation will be made in Miller's honor to the foundation
begun to research amyloidosis, the disease that took Miller from us on March
25, 2004. Chip’s son Lance is a firm supporter of this project and said, “I
applaud Pro Team and Terry Michaelis for allowing us to be a part of this
wonderful project. My father died from a very rare disease. It's ironic because
nearly everything he owned was rare.” Pro Team Corvette Sales has designated
the Chip Miller Foundation as its official charity and has pledged a minimum
donation of $40,000 to help the foundation in its fight against amyloidosis.

To be part of this venture with contribution of parts, services, or cash,
contact Terry Michaelis at terry@proteamcorvette.com. Be sure to visit
www.TheLastCorvette.com. For information, or to donate to the Chip Miller
Foundation, call (717) 243-7855, or visit www.ChipMiller.org.

AVON Tyres Deliver

The AVON Tech M500 and Tech M550 A/S from AVON Tyres USA (www,
avontyresusa.com) secured top spots in surveys of Ultra High Performance
(UHP) Summer and UHP All-Season tire owners conducted by The Tire Rack
{(www.tirerack.com), the country’s largest independent tire tester and direct
source for tires, wheels and performance accessories. They are the first tires
designed and engineered with real-world consumer data.

The Tire Rack maintains the most informative tire and wheel Web site
anywhere, and conducts their own testing, putting tires from 16 major tire
makers through their paces on the company’s state-of-the-art tire testing facility.
They maintain nearly 1.2 million square feet of warehouse space nationwide
with more than 8,000 SKUs from 16 major tire brands and 25 wheel brands,
plus shocks, springs, brakes and other accessories in stock. AVON Tyres are

available only at www.tirerack.com, or by calling (888) 541-1777.
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Callaway Cars
Open House

Nestled just outside of Old Lyme,
Connecticut, sits a building at the end of
High Street. Recognizable to many who have
seen it in pictures, it houses some of the most
amazing sights in the automotive world. This is
Callaway Cars’ headquarters, where operations
include engineering, fabrication, and other
shop facilities. On a cool October day this fall,
Callaway Cars opened their doors to the Long
Island Corvette Owners Association (LICOA,
www.licoa.org) and the Callaway Owners
Group (www.callawayownersgroup.com) for
a peek inside the inner workings of this world-
class company (www.callawaycars.com).

The Callaway Cars staff divided the more
than four dozen enthusiasts present into two
groups for shop tours and an overview of the
company. V
cars the company had created over the years,

also saw a wide variety of the

from the early Twin Turbo cars right through
the latest C6 SuperNaturals™ that featured a
cool paddle-shift automatic, and many of the
special projects in between.

During lunch, owners and enthusiasts
swapped stories and looked over much of
what had been discussed during the morning

sion. Afterwards, at a Q&A session, the

‘allaway Cars staff often went well beyond
answering the question at hand, sharing many
specific details. Many owners came away with
information they’d not previously had about

their cars, or discovered performance options
for Corvettes that provide additional ways to
get the most out of their cars.
Thank you, Callaway Cars and LICOA for
your hospitality. See you next time!
Chris Chessnoe
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