


THE LAST FLINT BULLT SMALL BLOCK N & SLIPPED OUT
OF THE FACTORY INTO A PRINVATE COLLECT ION

BY FRED GACA

The famed Chevy small block engine was
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born in 1955 at the GM Engine Plant in Flint 'ru ' “::'n"“" I;'I:ﬁl !
Michigan. Forty-one years later, the last
small block made in Flint rolled off the line

and was installed in the last C4 Corvette

(VIN 1G1YY22P1T75120536).
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engine to make it into private owner-
ship. Milestone vehicles are more
likely to be retained in company collec-
tions. Mike Yager of Mid America
Motorworks wanted the last C4
Corvette, but he got an added bonus
when he discovered the car also con-
tained the last Flint built small-block
Chevy V-8,

The Corvette was purchased by
"Mike Yager, founder and “Chief
Cheerleader” of Mid America
Motorworks. The car is now on dis-
play in Yager's MY Garage Museum
at the company’s headquarters in
Effingham, IL.

The fourth generation Corvettes,
commonly called C4s, were made
from 1984 to 1996. About a year
before production ended, GM
announced that C4s would be
replaced in 1997 by the C5s. As soon
as GM announced the end of C4 pro-
duction, Yager began negotiating with
GM to purchase the last one to come
off the assembly line at the Corvette
plant in Bowling Green, KY. GM
agreed to sell him the car on the con-
dition that he keep the car on display
in his museum.

The car, built in late June, 1996, is
a basically stock 1996 coupe, with an

I t's rare for such an historic car and

Artic White exterior, black interior,
and powered by an LT1, 350 cu. in.,
330-horsepower engine and an auto-
matic transmission. The car does fea-
ture unique decorative trim commem-
orating its status as the last C4.

Only after taking delivery of the car,
did Yager realized he had purchased
another “last” from GM. His C4 had
the last small block engine made in
Flint. No one at Flint, or at GM, told
Yager that his C4 had the last small
block. He discovered that fact when,
in addition to the normal records and
stampings on the engine, he found a
small tag attached to the engine that

read, "After 41 Years—The End.” The
tag is now framed and displayed as
part of the C4 exhibit in the museum.

The car has not been driven and
the last small block has not been
started since Yager took delivery of
the last C4 at the National Corvette
Museum in Bowling Green.

The MY Garage Museum is locat-
ed on the headquarters campus of
Mid America Motorworks in
Effingham, IL. The museum is open
from M-F, 8 am to 5 pm. Admission
is free. For more information, visit
www.mamotorworks.com or call
800-500-1500. CP
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